
Safe Driving



Driving is something we all 

do daily.

It’s the most dangerous 

thing we do, and is the 

number one killer of those 

under 50 years of age.

It’s responsible for over 50% 

of all work-related fatalities.

WHY 

DRIVER 

TRAINING?



Why Accidents Occur?

Most frequent causes of accidents
• Inattention to detail

• Speeding

• DWI/DUI

• Driving too fast for conditions

• Failed to yield



Driver Safety 
Accountability

• Drivers & Operators are 
responsible for safe operation 
of company vehicle & 
equipment.

• Company’s name rides with you 
wherever you go!

• Company driver’s & truck 
becomes advertisement that can 
build good will and respect for 
your company.



Vehicle Hazards



Types:

Rollovers

Striking workers/pedestrians

Striking Overhead Objects 

(Inadequate clearance)

Operating Hazards

Rollovers (causes):
1.  Exceeding the Load Limits

2.  Inadequate loading methods.

3. Operating too fast for  conditions



Striking workers/pedestrian on foot:
1. Inadequate brakes

2. Malfunctioning back-up alarms

3. Op. neglects to check blind spot

4. Improperly barricade areas from pedestrian 
access

Operating Hazards

Perform regular maintenance
• Brakes must be able to stop and hold fully loaded equipment.

• Verify back-up alarms work.

• Check for nearby workers before starting machine (Circle of 
Safety). Use mirrors!

• Make sure glass is not distorted.



Striking overhead objects (causes):
1. Inadequate clearances

2. Knocking down overhead wires and tree 
branches

3. Cab potentially becomes energized when 
vehicle /equipment hits overhead wires 
(shock hazards)

Operating Hazards

• Instruct operators to check clearance each time 
they start vehicle & equipment.

• Flag electrical lines to ensure visibility.

• Maintain a safe distance from electrical lines



Prevention 
Techniques

Best management practices/strategies.



Prevention Techniques

1. Adherence to the Road Rules of the current jurisdiction.

2. Use of PPE

1. High visibility clothing.

3. All drivers must be trained and licensed in the safe operation of 

vehicle & equipment.

Strategies



Driver Safety Practices
(Defensive Driving Safety Tips) 



Prestart Inspection
Take a Walk Around the Vehicle

Windows 

clean.

Lights/signals 

clean & 

working.

Tires properly 

inflated / tread 

wear.

Check engine 

oil, steering 

fluid and 

hydraulic fluid.

Check the 

level of 

coolant in 

radiator.

Fluid leaks on 

the ground.



Prestart Inspection
Take a Walk Around the Vehicle

Check 

the 

battery.

Verify back up 

alarm is 

audible.

Tires properly 

inflated / tread 

wear.

Check horn, 

headlights, 

blinkers & 

wipers.

Check 

mirrors.

Check seat 

belts.



R e p o r t  a l l 

b r o k e n  o r 

d e f e c t i v e 

e q u i p m e n t
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