
Chemical Spill Response



Nuisance Spills



Nuisance 
Spills

Spill Response

1. Alert people in immediate area of spill
2. Wear appropriate protective gloves, 

goggles, long sleeve lab coat
3. Avoid breathing vapors from the spill
4. Confine spill to small area & absorb on 

absorbent pads &/or kitty litter 
5. Clean spill area with soap & water
6. Collect all contaminated absorbent, 

gloves & residues in  plastic bag lined 
garbage can

7. Label and dispose of properly



Potentially 
Hazardous 

Spills

Greater than 4 
Liters

• Carcinogens-
“cancer-causing” 
agent

• flammable liquids or 
metals

• compounds of 
unknown toxicity

Smaller spills of 
materials of



Potentially 
Hazardous 

Spills

Greater than 4 Liters

• Attend to injured or contaminated 
persons and remove them from 
the exposure if you can do so 
without endangering yourself

• Alert persons in the immediate 
area to evacuate – be aware of 
your Emergency Response Plan

• If spilled material is flammable, 
turn off heat and ignition sources

• Close doors to affected area

• Call 000

Smaller spills of materials of



Preventing Spills

• Eliminate clutter

• Know proper work practices for 
biological, chemical materials you 
use

• Use unbreakable secondary 
containers

• Store chemicals properly

• Dispose of waste and excess 
chemicals in a timely manner



You are the Expert on the Hazards of the Materials in 
your possession.

The properties of biologicals/chemicals you use 
before you handle themKnow

The appropriate work practices are & use themKnow

The worst-case scenario is for a spill of the chemicals 
you useKnow

How you will react to a spill of the materials you use
Think 
About

The appropriate clean-up procedures are for the 
materials you useKnow



Summary

Know the properties of all the hazardous materials you 
handle

Prevent spills 

If a potentially hazardous spill occurs, protect people first, 
evacuate & ask for help

Call  000 in the event of an emergency

Refer to Emergency Response Plans & SDS for further 
information

You are responsible for reporting or cleaning up spills of 
materials you use



Using Spill Kits



Spill Kits



PPE



Manual handling accidents, as a result of 

pushing, pulling or lifting heavy objects or 

machinery, account for more than a third of 

all reported accidents each year.




